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FROM LITTLE SISTER TO PUBLISHED AUTHOR
Kristy Acevedo is a high school English teacher, mother, wife, and now a published novelist and
a former Little Sister at Big Brothers Big Sisters- then of Greater New Bedford.
Kristy Acevedo was recently featured in a local news article touting a publishing deal for a young
adult sci-fi novel she was writing. In the article Kristy credited her Big Sister with helping her
along her jouney. Kristy said her Big Sister fostered her love of reading by taking her to the
library often. Reading so much led her to wanting to write.
Kristy remembers well the first time she met her Big Sister, Barbara or “Mrs. Ferguson” as she
always called her. As a 7 year-old child her idea of what age a “sister” should be was challenged
immediately. When they met, Mrs. Ferguson had long gray, hair and “she walked in and had a cane and everything!” Kristy
said, adding that she thought “she’s not a “sister” at all. Any doubts or preconceived notions she may have had about Mrs.
Ferguson or her ability to be a good sister at any age were soon dispelled. “She was quiet but strong,” Kristy said of her
mentor. “We would get together every single Wednesday,” Kristy recounted. “I was pushing her. I was a stubborn, quiet kid.”
But Barbara, a 60-something woman, took it in stride and gently guided her in the right direction.
“She figured out what I liked and went with that,” Kristy said. What Kristy liked was reading. Barbara fostered that interest by
bringing Kristy to the public library every week for seven years. Here, Kristy received her very first library card – a moment
that still resonates with her today. “They said ‘we’re going to give you a library card’ and I thought me? But, I’m so little.”
Once she had that card though, she made good use of it, checking out books regularly on her outings with her Big Sister. Every
year, on Kristy’s birthday, extending long after she was out of the program, grown and with a child of her own, Kristy would
receive a book and a card from Barbara. “It never mattered what the book was. It was just nice
to be remembered,” she said recalling the happiness she would feel when the book would arrive.
This tradition continued until Barbara’s passing a few years back.
Kristy has vivid memories of Barbara’s home which was filled with interesting art, ships in
bottles, and photographs. Together they would go to the library, visit friends, play games, swim
and simply be around each other. “She never forced conversation, didn’t ask me stuff. She just
let me go at my own pace,” she said. Their time together was something Kristy came to look
forward to and cherish. ”It wasn’t fake time spent with me, it was real time,” she said recalling
that the friendship was genuine and meaningful to both of them.
It was the consistency, she says, that made all the difference in the world. “We didn’t have big, long talks,” there were not far
away trips or expensive outings. It was the consistent time and attention of a caring adult that helped her to thrive. Whether
visiting the library, the beach, or baking treats together (another tradition they forged), Kristy says that the experience helped
her realize “it doesn’t matter where you come from or what point you start at...if you have the right people in your life” –like
a caring friend with your best interests at heart and the life experience to guide you–things can be better.” And to this day,
Kristy says she celebrates that her Big Sister Barbara put in that time.
Kristy and Barbara’s relationship lasted from the time Kristy was 7 until she was 27 years old. It was then, that Barbara passed
away. But the memories of friendship and the life lessons learned are with Kristy for a lifetime.

Making Memories at the Annual
Match Fun Night At Caddy Shack
The Big Brothers Big Sisters Annual Match Fun Night at the Caddy Shack was a night of great
fun. Eight matches attended the event this year.
Both Bigs and Littles enjoyed spending quality time with each other participating in fun
activities like mini golf and the ever popular bumper boats. It’s great to get everyone together!

Our First Soccer Game
“Amaya and I went to the
New England Revolution vs.
the New York Red Bulls game
on September 16th and had a
blast! Neither of us had ever
been to a soccer game before
so we were very excited about
it. Revolution won! We learned
a lot about the game and we are definitely hoping to see
another big game together soon!” ~ Jessica

Thank you Mass Mentoring Partnership and the
New England Revolution for the tickets!
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Tickets
$5.00

To join in the fun, please call
Deanna for tickets:
508.742.3950
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Making The
Grade

“Consider” is a book written by
former Little Sister Kristy Acevedo. It is one of the winners of
the 2015 PEN New England Susan P. Bloom Children’s Book
Discovery Award. A young adult
sci-fi book, “Consider” will be
published by Jolly Fish Press and
released in April 2016.

Sheridyn is currently
enrolled at Wareham
HS as a Freshman
taking 10th grade
classes.
Way to go Sheridyn
for making academics
your priority!
Congratulations
Layla on being
elected Student
Body President for
your class!

If you would like more information about Kristy or
her book, you can check out her website at
http://kristyacevedo.com/

You are a true
leader!
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Summary: Set in Massachusetts, “Consider” is about
a girl named Alexander who starts seeing mysterious
holograms in the sky. The holograms warn people on
Earth that the world is coming to an end. Alex can find
safety if she steps through a portal like vertex or she
can stay on Earth, which they say will be destroyed
by a comet heading their way. Alex has to make the
decision on whether to trust these holograms or run
the risk of staying put and what happens if she does.
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Match Anniversaries
1 YEAR

Avery & Richard
Isis & Meagan
Tiago & Khalid
Alexis & Alexus
Yeslin & Margaret
Layla & Kayla

5 YEARS

Jason & Cliff

6 YEARS

Kiara & Cheryl

7 YEARS

Sheridyn & Pauline

2 YEARS

Niah & Aleesha

New
Matches
Devyn & David
Adil & Vincent
Olivia & Julianna

Jaylei & Amanda
Kayda & Janei
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